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Defenceministrynotifies
fifth indigenisation list
Consistingof346defenceitems,itaimstoboostAatmanirbharta

[ TECH DIGEST ]
OnePlus debutsAI features
with Nord 4and Pad 2 launch
OnePlushaspacked theNord4andPad2with

several AI-powered features.
These includephotoediting
tools likeAIBest Face
(coming later this year) that
improvesgroupselfiesandAI
Clear Face for sharper
portraits. AI SpeakandAI
Summarizewill assistwith

consuming information
fromvarious sources.

Apple releases iOS
18 public beta
Applehasreleasedfirstpublic
betaof itsupcomingiOS18
operatingsystemtoeligible
iPhones.Thepublicbetaoffers
earlypreviewofupcoming
technologies,andfeatures from
Apple. Inthefirstpublicbeta,
Applepreviewslockscreen
customisationoptions,new
controlcentrefeatures,and
upgradedMessagesapp.

mybs.in/tech

DELL LAUNCHES
COPILOT+ AI LAPTOPS

DelllaunchedtheXPS13andInspiron
14Plus,itsfirstAIlaptopsbasedon
Microsoft'sCopilot+PCplatform.
PoweredbyQualcommSnapdragonX
Elitechips,thelaptopsboastartificial
intelligencefeaturesexclusivetothe
Copilot+platformsuchasCocreatein
PaintandPhotos,LiveCaptionsfor
audiotranscriptions,andStudio
effectsforenhancedvideo
conferencingexperience.Priceforthe
XPS13andInspiron14Plusstartsat
~139,900and~115,590,respectively.

4 Army personnel
killed in Doda terror
attack; search for
terrorists underway
PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
Jammu, 16 July

Four Army personnel, including a Captain,
lost their lives in a fierce gunfight with
heavily armed terrorists of Pakistan-based
bannedoutfit Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) in
Dodadistrict of JammuandKashmir.

The fallen soldiers were identified as
CaptainBrijeshThapafromDarjeeling,Naik
Dokkari Rajesh from Andhra Pradesh, and
SepoysBijendraandAjayKumarSinghfrom
Rajasthan.Theencounter,whichtookplace
in the dense forests of Doda district late
Monday evening, has sparked widespread
condemnation and protests in Jammu and
other regions.

In New Delhi, the opposition Congress
attacked the Centre with Rahul Gandhi
asserting that the government should take
full responsibility for the repeated security
lapses and take strict actionagainst thecul-
prits.Gandhialsosaidsuchhorrificincidents
one after the other are extremely sad and
worrying, and that Army soldiers and their
families are bearing the brunt of “BJP’s
wrongpolicies”.

Thelatest incidentmarksthethirdmajor
clash between security forces and terrorists
in Jammu region within the past three
weeks, highlighting the escalating tensions
in the area. It comes a week after terrorists
ambushed an Army patrol in the remote
Machediforestbelt inKathuadistrictwhich
claimedthe livesof fivesoldiersandinjured
as many. Security forces, including troops
of the Rashtriya Rifles and Special
Operations Group of Jammu and Kashmir
Police, swiftly launched a joint cordon and
search operation in theDesa forest belt fol-
lowing theencounter.

AJAI SHUKLA
NewDelhi, 16 July

With the aim of boosting
Aatmanirbharta (self-reli-
ance)indefenceproduction

and minimising imports by defence
public sector undertakings (DPSUs),
the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has
notifieda fifthpositive indigenisation
list(PIL)comprising346defenceitems.
TheMoDhasorderedthat“theseitems
will only beprocured from the Indian
industry after the timelines of indige-
nisation as indicated in the list avail-
able on the MoD’s Srijan portal
(https://srijandefence.gov.in).”

APILisexpectedtoprovideassur-
ance to the domestic defence indus-
try, which has frequently burned its
fingers by expending themoney and
effort on developing a defence pro-
duct. It led to the MoD importing
themfromtheglobalmarket instead.

TheMoDhad launched the Srijan
portal in 2020. It provides a forumfor
DPSUs and service headquarters
(SHQs) to offer defence items for
indigenisation to private industries.
They include micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs) and
startups. “Our aim is to apprise the
Indian defence industry about the
anticipatedrequirementsofthearmed
forces,sothattheyarebetterprepared
to realise the goal of indigenisation,”
declared Rajnath Singh at the release
of the first list inAugust 2020.

The itemsexpected tobe indigen-
ised include strategically-important
line replacement units (LRUs)/sys-
tems/ sub-systems/assemblies/sub-
assemblies/spares and components
and raw materials, with import sub-
stitutionvalueworth ~1,048crore.

The DPSUs involved in the fifth
PIL include Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited(HAL),BharatElectronicsLtd
(BEL), Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL),
Bharat Earth Movers Ltd (BEML),

IndiaOptel Ltd (IOL),MazagonDock
Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL), Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Ltd
(GRSE) and Hindustan Shipyard Ltd
(HSL).Thesehave initiatedprocesses
for issuing expressions of interests
(EoIs)/requestforproposals(RFPs)on
their respectivewebsites.

The first PIL of 101 items was
promulgated by the MoD in August
2020. This was followed by a second
PIL, consisting of 108 defence equip-
mentitems,takingthemto209.These
were the number of items that must
be compulsorily procured from
Indiancompanies, thenumberrising
eachyearup to2025.

In this incremental manner, four
PILs comprising 4,666 items have so
far been notified by the MoD for
DPSUs.

Of this, 2,972 items,having import
substitutionvalueworth~3,400crore,
havealreadybeen indigenised.

These five lists for DPSUs are in
addition to the five PILs of 509 items
notifiedbytheDepartmentofMilitary
Affairs (DMA). These lists include
highly-complex systems, sensors,
weaponsandammunition.

Till June 2024, over 36,000
defence items were offered to the
industry for indigenisation by the
DPSUsandSHQs.Ofthem,morethan
12,300 items have been indigenised
in the last three years.As a result, the
DPSUshaveplacedordersondomes-
tic vendors to the tuneof ~7,572 crore.
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ministry inAugust2020
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listconsistingof108defence
equipmentitems

>Suchalist isexpectedtoprovide
assurancetodomestic industry,which
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expendedmoneyandefforton
developingadefenceproduct


